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26 - 31 August 2012

Solidarity Declaration on Palestine

The Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligiddvement (NAM)
expressed their deep regrdtat, due to the deplorable measures of Israel, th
occupying Power, the NAM Committee on Palestine waable to convene the
Extraordinary Ministerial Meeting in Ramallah, Pslee, on 5 August 2012,
which had been planned as a demonstration of theeMent’s solidarity with the
Palestinian people. The&pndemnedsrael’s provocative action, in contravention
of international law and its obligations as an guyéng Power, which prevented
the Members of the Committee from witnessing fiasith the grave situation in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 3atem, and from directly
conveying to the Palestinian people and their leside the Movement's
longstanding, principled support for the just caokPalestine and commitment to
the achievement of a just, lasting and peacefuleseént of the question of
Palestine in all its aspects.

The Heads of State or Government regretted thaellsrobstruction of the entry
of NAM Ministers to the Occupied Palestinian Tamit prevented the Committee
on Palestine from meeting with H.E. President MahdhAbbas and the rest of the
Palestinian leadership. Thesxpressed deep appreciatidn the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan for receiving the Members of @@mmittee on Palestine and
for the efforts exerted to facilitate arrangemefats the planned Extraordinary
Ministerial Meeting. Theyecalledthe Press Statement issued by the Committee
on 5 August 2012 in Amman, as well as the relatetegent by the NAM
Coordinating Bureau in New York on 9 August 2012he¥ reaffirmed the
Movement’s resolve to continue assisting the Pialest people in their legitimate
quest for dignity, justice and their inalienablght to self-determination in their
independent State of Palestine, with East Jerusaseits capital, based on the pre-
1967 borders.

The Heads of State or Governmametaffirmed the Declarations on Palestine
adopted by the Committee and endorsed by the Mongnmeost recently in
Sharm EI-Sheikh in 2012 and Bali in 2011, and tkemmitment to the positions
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therein. Theyenewed the calfor political, economic and humanitarian assis¢éanc
in support of the Palestinian people and theirrefféo achieve their legitimate
national aspirations and inalienable human rightsluding their right to self-
determination in their independent State of Palestwith East Jerusalem as its
capital, and their right to return. Thegid special tributgo the resilience of the
Palestinian people throughout the many decadeardkhip they have been forced
to endure for over 64 years since the 1%48\akba, which dispossessed and
rendered the majority of Palestinians as refugeew, constituting more than 5
million people, and for over 45 years since the7lB#aeli military occupation of
the remainder of the Palestinian land, includingtEarusalem.

The Heads of State or Governmeeiterated their grave concerregarding the
critical situation in the Occupied Palestinian Tery, including East Jerusalem,
as a result of Israel's prolonged military occupatiand illegal policies and
practices. Thegondemnedsrael’'s ongoing military raids and attacks agathst
Palestinian civilian population; blockade of thez&&trip; settlement colonization
campaign involvingjnter alia, land confiscations, construction and expansion of
settlements and “outposts”, transfer of Israeltlset, construction of the Wall,
home demolitions, and imposition of severe movemesirictions and hundreds
of checkpoints; detention and imprisonment of tlamas of Palestinians; forced
displacement of Palestinian civilians; and all othmeasures of collective
punishment against the Palestinian people, cotistitugrave breaches of
international law, including humanitarian and humights law.

The Heads of State or Governmetgploredthe vast physical, economic and
social devastation caused by the Israeli occupapanticularly the destructive
impact of the illegal Israeli settlements and thallin the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East Jerusalem. Thmyndemneall such illegal colonization
activities deliberately aimed at altering the Teny’'s demographic composition,
character, and legal status and at forcibly acggimore Palestinian land in total
contradiction of international law and the two-8tablution based on the pre-1967
borders. Theyexpressed grave concerat the situation in Occupied East
Jerusalem, where the Israeli settlement campaigmi intense, ancalled fora
complete end to all settlement activities, excavretj including near Al-Haram
Al-Sharif (Noble Sanctuary), home demolitions, desicy revocations, and
closure of Palestinian institutions in the City.heély condemnedilso the terror,
violence and provocations by extremist Israelilsettagainst Palestinian civilians
and properties, including homes, agricultural langisd Muslim and Christian
holy sites, andcautionedthat such actions are fueling religious sensiasitthat
risk further destabilization and must be broughtato immediate end by the
occupying Power.

The Heads of State or Governmemeiterated their grave concermabout the
critical humanitarian and socio-economic conditionsthe Gaza Strip due to
Israel's blockade, by which it continues to colieely punish the Palestinian
people and obstruct movement, humanitarian aceess, of essential goods, and
the reconstruction of Gaza. Thewgiterated thedemandthat Israel respect
international humanitarian law and fully end thiggal blockade, stressing the
need to ensure the sustained, regular movemenersbips and goods between
Gaza and the outside world and to restore thedintkunity between Gaza and the
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West Bank, reaffirming that the Gaza Strip remaans integral part of the
Occupied Palestinian Territory.

The Heads of State or Government furthreiterated the callfor ensuring
accountability for the crimes and violations contedt by Israel, the occupying
Power, during its military aggression against theez& Strip in December 2008-
January 2009. They alseiterated thecall to ensure accountability for the Israeli
military attack on 31 May 2010 in international em on the humanitarian
convoy destined for the Gaza Strip, in which ningKish civilians were killed.
They called onthe international community, including the Segui@ouncil, to
pursue serious efforts to end Israel’'s impunity egalize justice for the victims,
including viafollow-up of the findings and recommendations o tdN Fact-
Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict. Thesaffirmedthe obligations of the High
Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conventions daggipenal sanctions, grave
breaches and responsibilities.

The Heads of State or Governmenpressed grave conceabout the inhumane
treatment of Palestinian political prisoners andauees being held by Israel,
including physical and mental abuse, reported tertand denial of access to
proper medical care and family visits. Thexpressed concerbout recent crises
of prolonged hunger strikes by prisoners and de&snin peaceful protest of the
illegal practice of administrative detention, byiethhundreds of Palestinians are
held without charge or trial, and other human sghiolations by Israel. They
reiterated the callfor the immediate release of all the Palestinide&ined and
imprisoned by lIsrael, including children, women ael@écted officials. They
recalledthe Ministerial Declarations on Palestinian PcéitiPrisoners adopted in
Bali (May 2011) and Sharm El Sheikh (May 2012), angedthe mobilization of
efforts to address this critical issue.

The Heads of State or Governmeeimandedhat Israel immediately cease all of
its illegal policies and practices in the Occupkalestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and cease its violations of theahunghts of the Palestinian
people. Theyreiterated the demand for the complete cessation of all lisrae
settlement colonization activities, which consstgrave breaches of international
law and flagrant defiance of UN resolutions, th#u8/ 2004 International Court of
Justice Advisory Opinion, and obligations under @heartet Roadmap to freeze all
settlement activities and dismantle all settlem&nitposts”. Theyexpressed
grave concerrthat this illegal campaign is undermining the agunty, integrity,
viability and unity of the Occupied Palestinian fiery and jeopardizing the
prospects for physically achieving the two-Statleitsan for peace on the basis of
the pre-1967 borders, prompting a search for ater just solutions.

The Heads of State or Governmesiterated theirserious concerrabout the
dangerous impasse in the Middle East peace praressalled for immediate,
practical efforts to salvage the two-State soluteamd advance a fair, credible
peace process based on the relevant UN resoluiiociading Security Council
resolutions 242, 338, 425, 1397, 1515 and 1850M#adrid terms of reference,
including the principle of land for peace, the Ar&eace Initiative and the

Roadmap. Theystressedthat the peace process must ensure an end to the

occupation of the Palestinian Territory and thesotArab territories occupied by
Israel since 1967, including East Jerusalem; tlegatse by the Palestinian people
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of their right to self-determination in an indepent sovereign, and viable State
of Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capital;ajust solution for the plight of
the Palestinian refugees based on General Asseegdiution 194 (lIl).

The Heads of State or Governmeatalled in this regard the historic role and
obligations of the international community, in peutar the UN Security Council
and General Assembly, as well as the High ContrgcRarties to the Fourth
Geneva Convention to uphold their obligations antuee respect of the
Convention in all circumstances. Theglled onthe Security Council, based on
its Charter duty for maintenance of internationalage and security, to act
forthwith to implement its resolutions, to ensurempliance by Israel, the
occupying Power, and to promote a just, lasting@rdprehensive solution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Arab-Isra@lndict as a whole.

The Heads of State or Governmegaffirmedsupport for the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the sole and legitimate represergativthe Palestinian people, and
the Palestinian National Authority under the leatlgr of President Mahmoud
Abbas, andemphasizedthe importance of protecting and strengthening the
national and democratic institutions of the Pafteati Authority, including the
Palestinian Legislative Council, which shall congg a vital foundation for the
independent State of Palestine. Thieleratedthe urgency of Palestinian unity
for realization of the legitimate national rightsdaaspirations of the Palestinian
people. They thusrelcomedhe Reconciliation Agreement signed in Cairo, on 4
May 2011, aimed at ending the division since Jul®72 as well as the
Declaration signed in Doha, on 5 February 2012,edinat overcoming the
challenges to the agreement’s implementation, eadtbd on the international
community to respect and support the Palestinieon@liation

The Heads of State or Governmeatled for continued support for strengthening
Palestinian national institutions, in line with thkan launched by Prime Minister
Salam Fayyad in August 200Ralestine: Ending the Occupation, Establishing
the State” They commendedits completion in August 2011 with the
implementation of the second phaSdpmestretch to Freedom”stressing the
importance of this initiative for laying the fourtams for the independence of the
State of Palestine, arwhlled for efforts to preserve and advance achievements in
this regard during this critical period. They fietheaffirmedthe importance of
the official recognition extended to Palestine 82 Icountries, andirged the
Members of the Movement that have not recognizedtiate of Palestine to do so
as soon as possible as a positive contributionakimg Palestine’s independence
a reality based on international law and UN resohst

The Heads of State or Governmemelcomedin this regard the application
submitted, on 23 September 2011, by Palestine tdbs@tted as a Member State
of the United Nations, consistent with the righttieé Palestinian people to self-
determination and independence, convinced thaizeti@in of this objective will
be a major step towards securing freedom, digmsitgbility and peace for the
Palestinian people. Theso welcomedhe admission of Palestine as a Member
State of the United Nations Educational, Scientdied Cultural Organization
(UNESCO).
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The Heads of State or Governmealled onthe Members of the Movement to
remain at the forefront of support for the histanarch of the Palestinian people
for freedom and peace. Theglled forintensified efforts in this regard, including
at the UN Security Council, General Assembly, HurRaghts Council and other
relevant organs and agencies. Tkheynmendedhe members of the NAM Caucus
of the Security Council for their serious effortsncerning Palestine, andged
them to remain active to enhance the Movements ilthe peace effort. They
stressedthe importance of regular contacts by the Movenanihe Ministerial
level with the members of the Security Council, @eia League of Arab States
and all other concerned parties for advancing Ba&s recognition as a State and
its admission as a Member of the United Nationthatearliest possible date as
well as for reviving international and regionalatt to bring an end to the Israeli
occupation that began in 1967, realize the longéwe independence of the State
of Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capitadl imalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, and achieve a just, lasting esmprehensive peace and
security. The Ministergxtended an urgent call fdaunching a plan of action,
based on the longstanding terms of reference ofMiuklle East peace process
based on international law and UN resolutions andaordination with other
relevant political and regional groups, for the iaghment of these objectives as
soon as possible.




