Prime Minister of India visits Switzerland

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi was on an official visit to Switzerland on June 5-6, 2016. This was a historic visit, the first by an Indian Prime Minister to Switzerland in several decades. Prime Minister had a packed program which included highly productive bilateral meetings with the President of the Swiss Confederation H.E. Mr. Johann Schneider-Ammann and a high-level Swiss Government delegation, a meeting with Switzerland’s top CEOs who have a significant presence in India, a Joint Press Conference and a meeting with Indian research associates at CERN. Indian students comprise the second largest foreign community in the excellent Swiss education system, which features the world’s top Technology Universities like EPFL, Lausanne, ETH Zurich and international institutions like CERN.
Issues like mutual support for our respective bids for the non-permanent membership of the UN Security Council, support for India's membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group, negotiations with EFTA on TEPA, the need for cooperation to bring to justice the tax offenders, conclusion of an agreement on the automated exchange of information on tax matters, the outstanding Swiss model of skill development and other bilateral issues were discussed. 
Hon’ble Prime Minister emphasized that India was the fastest growing economy in the world and outlined his vision for India’s future. He said that he wanted the Indian economy to be driven by smart and sustainable cities, a robust farm sector, a vibrant manufacturing and dynamic services sector and to have a world class network of rail, roads, airports and digital connectivity. He emphasized that he wanted an India where a home for everyone and electricity in every home was a reality. He mentioned that India had 500 million plus skilled youth ready to meet the global needs of manpower. He mentioned that reliance on renewable energy, rather than on fossil fuels, would be India’s guiding motto. 
PM thanked the Swiss President for Switzerland’s understanding and support for India’s membership of the NSG and for the shared commitment to tackle tax evasion and offences. He invited Swiss companies to avail of all the opportunities to be a key partner in India's economic growth as they and Switzerland possessed all the resources and capabilities to partner with India in the key areas outlined. He emphasized that the economic prosperity of 1.25 billion plus would ultimately benefit the entire world. He expressed his desire to welcome a larger number of Swiss visitors to India, for which the facility of e-Tourist Visa for Swiss nationals had been extended earlier this year. He said he felt confident that common commitments and values, people to people links and a strong and growing economic partnership would take bilateral relations between the two countries to new heights. He invited the Swiss president to pay a visit to India.
Prime Minister’s visit has imparted the right momentum to bilateral relations and will provide the inspiration to take cooperation forward in our two countries’ mutual interest in the years ahead. We look forward to an era of intensified cooperation.
