Embassy of India organized its 2nd event celebrating the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 20th October, 2018 in Latvia in the premises of the Riga Technical University in the Latvian capital city - Riga. Ambassador of India to Sweden and Latvia Ms. Monika Kapil Mohta delivered her remarks in which, among other things, she underlined the relevance of the ideals and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi in the contemporary world and the overall growing India-Latvia relationship. She thanked the Riga Technical University, which has the largest concentration of the Indian students in Latvia pursuing higher education, for hosting the event. She also referred to the exchanges of high-level visits between the two countries including the visit of the Prime Minister of Latvia Mr. Maris Kucinskis to India in November 2017 and the visit of the Speaker of the Indian Lok Sabha Smt. Sumitra Mahajan to Latvia in June 2018. 
Video slides on Mahatma Gandhi’s message to the world were played thereafter. Dr. Igor Tippans, Vice Rector of the Riga Technical University, delivered a short speech on the occasion. The commemorative stamps released by Government of India on the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi were also displayed by the Ambassador and the Vice Rector. An Indian business delegation led by Mr. Jagat Shah, Global Network, India and from Gujarat and Punjab attending the 20th International Business Networking Event, Asian Business: The New Challenges and Opportunities, also participated in the event. Leader of the Indian business delegation Mr. Shah also briefly spoke on the occasion. The first stanza of the video of “Vaishnav Jan te Tene Kahiye ji” compiled by Latvian artists, Ms. Inga Dasika, Mr. Anatoly Popov and Mr. Balraj, was played followed by the medley of the bhajan compiled by the Ministry of External Affairs of India. The event was opened with chanting of ‘Shanti Mantras’ and demonstration of selected Yoga asanas by the Teacher of Indian Culture Ms. Veenu Soni. A renowned exponent of the Odissi dancer in Latvia, Ms. Premal Madina, performed ‘Moksha’ dance preceded and followed by famous quotes of Mahatma Gandhi. 
The event was very well attended by over 100 people representing Latvian dignitaries, senior Government officials, media, cross sections of the Latvian society in addition to the Indian diaspora including a large number of the Indian students in Latvia. 
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“The best way to find yourself is
vourself in the service of others”
- Mahatma G




