Embassy of India organized its inaugural event celebrating the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 19th October, 2018 in Latvia at the majestic City Council building in the heart of the Latvian capital city - Riga. The Executive Director of the Riga City Mr. Juris Radzevics opened the event with his welcome remarks. Ambassador of India to Sweden and Latvia Ms. Monika Kapil Mohta delivered her remarks in which, among other things, she underlined the relevance of the ideals and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi in the contemporary world and thanked the Riga City for hosting the event. She also informed the audience about the upcoming events, Embassy of India is organizing for continued celebrations of the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Video slides on Mahatma Gandhi’s message to the world were played thereafter. Former President of Latvia, Mr. Valdis Zatlers, also delivered his remarks on the occasion. Former member of Saeima (Latvian Parliament) & Chairman of Group for Inter-Parliamentary Relations with India in the Latvian Parliament, Mr. Atis Lejins also briefly spoke on the occasion. Mr. Guntis Gailitis, Director of the Riga Municipal Agency, Riga City Council, Riga Monument Agency and the Chairman of the Riga Latvian Society , thereafter gave a short speech on the occasion. The Ambassador along with all the prominent Latvian dignitaries displayed the commemorative stamps released by Government of India on the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. This was followed by playing of video of medley of the “Vaishnav Jan te Tene Kahiye ji” bhajan compiled by the Ministry of External Affairs of India. The event was opened with chanting of ‘Shanti Mantras’ by the Teacher of Indian Culture Ms. Veenu Soni.  
The event was very well attended by over 200 people representing Latvian dignitaries, senior Government officials, Diplomatic Corps in Latvia, media, cross sections of the Latvian society in addition to the Indian diaspora including a large number of the Indian students in Latvia. 
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