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LOK SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 2923
TO BE ANSWERED ON 11.03.2020

BORDER DISPUTE WITH CHINA
2923. DR. AMAR SINGH:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:
(a) the details of border dispute with China including the present status of the areas under question;
(b) whether we are holding them as per our claim or not; and
() if so, the details thereof and the list of areas we are not holding as per our claims?
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
[SHRI V. MURALEEDHARAN]

https:K,fmea.gov.inflok—sabha.htm?dtlf324-97{quest...

occupation of China in the Union Territory of Ladakh is approximately 38,000 square kilometers. In addition, under the
so-called China-Pakistan ‘Boundary Agreement’ signed between China and Pakistan on 2 March 1963, Pakistan illegally

ceded 5,180 square kilometers of Indian territory in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir to China.

india's consistent and principled position is that Arunachal Pradesh and the entire Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh have been, are and shall be an integral part of India. This fact has been clearly conveyed to the Chinese side on

several occasions.
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3/16/2021 Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh's statement in Rajya Sabha on ‘Present Situation in Eastern Ladakh - Rajnath Singh
Hon'ble Chairman,

The House would recall that I had made a detailed statement on the developments in the India-
China border areas in Eastern Ladakh during the last session in September Jast year. | had highlighted
that the Chinese side had since April/May 2020 amassed large number of troops and armaments in the
border areas adjacent to Eastern Ladakh. it had also made several attempts to transgress the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in various parts. These actions of tha Chinese side had been detected and
appropriately responded to by our armed forces. The House and the Nation had also paid homage to the
brave Indian soldiers who had made the supreme sacrifice and jaid down their lives in the cause of
defending the territoria| integrity of india.i would today like to apprise the House of certain important
developments since then.

Since last September, both sides have maintained communication with each other through military and
diplomatic channels. Our objective was to effect disengagement and maintain status quo along the
LAC so as to restore Peace and tranquility.

Let me briefly recapitulate the maijn aspects of the situation an the ground. As the House jg aware,
China illegally occupied approximately 38,000 sq. kms in the Union Territory of Ladakh, mainly during
the 1962 conflict. In addition, under the so-called Sino-Pakistan ‘Boundary Agreement’ of 1963, Pakistan
illegally ceded 5,180 sg. kms. of Indian territory in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir to China. China, thus is in
illegal occupation of more than 43,000 sq. kms of Indian territory.Jt also claims approximately 90,000
sq. kms. of Indian territory in the Eastern Sector of the India-China boundary in Arunachal Pradesh.
india has never accepted this illegal occupation of our territory or the unjustified claims,

I would like to add here that India has consistently maintained that while bilateral relations can develop
in paralle with discussions on resolving the boundary question, any serious disturbance in peace and
tranquility along the LAC in the border areas is bound to have adverse implications for the direction of
our bilateral ties. The Chinese side is well aware of our position. In fact, various high level Joint
Statements have acknowledged this point that maintenance of peace and tranquiility along the LAC in
the border areas is a fundamental premise for development of relations,

Theactions by the Chinese side since Jast year have seriously disturbed peace and tranquility,
Consequent!ythey have also had an impact on the overall relationship. In our various high level
interactions with the Chinese side, including in my own meeting with Chinese Defence Minister last
September, my colleague the External Affairs Minister Shyj Jaishankarji's meeting with Chinese Foreign
Minister and NSA Shri Doval's conversation with his Chinese counterpart, we have made it clear that the
foremost need was to ensure disengagement in al| the friction points along the LAC in the Western
Sector so as to help restore peace ang tranquility.

Hon'’ble Chaimman,

I'had apprised the House last year that there were several friction areas in Eastern Ladakhalong the
LAC. In addition, the Chinese side had mobilized a large number of troops and armaments along the
LAC as well as in the depth areas. Our armed forces too had made adequate and effective counter
deployments in these areas to ensure that Indja's security interests were fully protected.

lam proud to say that our Armed Forces have responded to the challenges posed by the unilateral
Chinese action and have shown valour and courage on bothSouth and North bank of Pangong Tso,
Many strategically important points were identified and our troops positioned themselves at those Hill
Tops and at locations which were very important from our point of view, It js because of this great
bravery of our Armed Forces in the face of harsh adverse climatic conditions that we maintained the
edge. Our Armed Forces proved yet again that territorial integrity of our country remains safe in thejr
hands and their grit and determination to safeguard our borders is unwavering.

Over the last year, we have maintained diplomatic and military engagement with the Chinese side. In
these discussions, we have maintained the three key principles that determine our approach: {i} both
sides should strictly respect and observe the LAC; (i} neither side should attempt to alter the status quo
unilaterally; and (iii) all agreements and understandings between the two sides must be fully abided by
in their entirety. To ensure disengagement in friction points along the LAC, it was our view that troops
of both sides, who are now in close proximity, should vacate the forward deployments made in 2020 and
return to the permanent angd accepted bases,
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3/16/2021 Raksha Mantri Shr Rajnath Singh’s statement in Rajya Sabha on ‘Present Situation in Eastern Ladakh - Rajnath Singh
Hon'ble Chairman,

Our approach and strategy for negotiations with the Chinese side has been guided at the highest level
by the Hon'ble Prime Minister's resolve that we will not give even an inch of Indian territory. Our
tenacity and approach during talks have yielded results.

Since September 2020, based on the policy guidance, military and diplomatic officials of both sides
have met several times to work out a mutually acceptable solution for disengagement. Till date, there
have been 9 rounds of meetings of the Senior Commanders of both sides. Diplomatic talks have
continued in paraliel under the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC).

Hon'ble Chairman,

F'am happy to inform the House today that as a result of our well thought out approach and sustained
talks with the Chinese side, we have now been able to reach an agreement on disengagement in the
North and South Bank of the Pangong Lake. It has also beenagreed to convene the next meeting of the
Senior Commanders within 48 hours after the complete disengagement in the Pangong Lake area so as
to address and resolve all other remaining issues,

to east of Finger 8.Reciprocally, the Indian troops will be based at their permanent base at Dhan Singh
Thapa Post near Finger 3. A similar action would be taken in the South Bank area by both sides. These
are mutual and reciprocal steps and any structures that had been built by both sides since Aprl 2020 in
both North and South Bank area will be removed and the landforms will be restored. It has also been
agreed to have g temporary moratorium on miilitary activities by both sides in the North Bank, including
patrolling to the traditional areas. Patrolling will be resumed only when both sides reach an agreement
in diplomatic and military talks that would be held subsequently. The implementation of this agreement
has started yesterday in the North and South Bank of the Pangong Lake. It will substantially restare the
situation to that existing prior to commencement of the standoff last year,

13. Twant to assure this House that in these talks we have not conceded anything. The House should
also know that there are stjll some outstanding issues with regard to deployment and patrolling at some
other points along the LAC in Eastern Ladakh. These will be the focus of further discussions with the
Chinese side. We have agreed that hoth sides should achieve complete disengagement at the earliest
and abide fully by the bilateral agreements and protocols. By now, the Chinese side is also fully aware of
our resolve. It is therefore our expectation that the Chinese side will work with us in full sincerity to
resolve these remaining issues.

Hon'ble Chairman,

I'would like this House to Jjoin me in paying gratitude to our armed forces who have shown grit and
resolve under these extremely harsh climatic conditions of Ladakh which has resulted in the present
agreement.Our Nation will always remember the sacrifices made by our brave soldiers which has been
the foundation of this disengagement at Pangong Tso Lake.

Hon'bleChairman,

I'am confident that this entire House, irrespective of political affiliations, is united together for
upholding our sovereignty, unity, territorial integrity and national security. And further, this House is one
in sending out the same Mmessage demonstrating the strength and unity of our Nation to the entire
world.

Jai Hind.

L] L]

https:/fwww. rajnathsingh.in}speech es-in-english/ra ksha-mantri-shri. rajnath-singhs-statement. in-rajya-sabha-o n-present-situation-in-.., 3,3




3/16/2021 Text of Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh's Statement in Lok Sabha on September 15 Regarding Situation on Eastern Bo...

Siternagp Contace Feedback intranat  Media Lagin

A A
Skip to main cantant SCreen Reader Access At

Ministry of External Affairs
o Gautaniment o0 ndia
Search

English

Home . Madia Canter » Speeches & Stataments

Text of Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh's Statement in Lok Sabha on September 15 Regarding Situation on
Eastern Border in Ladakh

Septembar 15, 2020

"Hor'ble Speaker,

made the supreme sacrifice in the cause of defending the territorial integrity of India. Hon'ble Speaker, this House has paid homage to them by ohserving two minutes
silence yesterday,

2. Twould like to take some time first to briefly provide some details of our beundary issue with Ching. As the House is aware, India and China are yet 1o resolve their
Boundary question. China does net accept the custormary and tradiignal alignment of the boundary between India and China, We befleve that this alignment is based
onwell-established geographicai principles confirmad by ireaties and agreeiments, as well as historical usage and practice, well-known for centuries to both sides, The
Chinese position, howaver, iz that the boundary berween the two countries has not been formally defimited, that there exizts 4 traditional customary line formed by the
extent of jurisdiction that they claim was exarcised historically by each side, and that the two sides have different interpretations of the pasition of the traditicnal
customary line. The two countries had engaged in discussions during 1950s-60s bur these affores could not yield a mutually acceptable solution,

3. As the House is aware, China continues 1o beinillegal occupation of approximately 32,000 sq. kms in the Union Territary of Ladakh. in addition, under the so-called
Sing-Pakistan ‘Boundary Agreement’ of 1963, Pakistan legally ceded 5,180 sq. km. of Indian territury in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir to China, China also claims
approximately 90,000 =q. kms. of Indian tefritory in the Eastern Secror of the India-China boundary in Arunachal Pradesh,

4. Both India and China have formally agreed that the boundary question iz a complex issue which requires patierce and have committed to seeking a fair, reasonable
and mutually acceptable solution through dialogue and peacaful negolistions.in the interim, the rwe sides also agree thal maintenance of peace and tranguility in the
border areas is an essential basis for the further development of bilateral relations,

S. twould fike to mention here that as yet there is no commonly delineated Line of Actual Control (LACYin the bordear areas betwesn india and China and thers is ne
tommon perception of the entire LAC. Therefore, in order to ensure peaca and tranquility in the border areas, especially along the Line of Actual Control (LA}, the two
ceuntries have concluded a number of agreements and protocois,

6. Under these agreements, the two sides have agreed to maintain peace and tranquility along the LAC without prejudice to their respective positions on the alignment
of the LAC as well as on the boundary guestion. Itis an this basis, that aur overall relations also saw considerable progress since 1988, india's position is that while
bilateral relations can continue ro develop in paraiiel with discussions on resalving the boundary guestion, any serious disturbance in peace and tranguility along the
LAC TN the border areas is bound to have imiplications for the positive direction of our ties.

7. A key elerment of both the 1993 and the 1996 Agreements is that the two sides will keep their military furces in the areas along the Line of Actual Controi to a
minimum level. These agreements also mandate that pending an ultimate solution to the boundary question, the rwo sides shall strictly respect and shserve the Line of
Actual Control.Furthermare in these dgreements, India and China alse committad to claritication and confirmaticn of the Line of Actua! Contral 1o reach a commaon
understanding of the alignment, Thus, in late 1990s and upto 2003, the fwo sides engaged In an exerciss o clarify and confirm the LAC, Bur, thereafter the Chinase side
did not show 3 willingness to pursue the LAC clarification exercise, As a resuft, there are some areas where the Chinese and Indian perceptions of LAC overlap. In these
3reas, as also with other sections of the horder areas, the various sgreaments govern the manner in which troops of both sides should o Perate and deal with situations
of face-offs to maintain peace and tranqguility,

&. Before | apprise the House of tha current developments, tet me inform that the Government has an elaborate and time tested coordination mechanism amongst
different inteliigence agencies including intefligence units of the Central Police Forces and the three armed forces. The tec hrital and human intelligence is cantinuously
gathered in a well coordinated manner. It is shared with the armed forces which help them in taking decisions.

9. Let me now apprise the House of the developrents this year, Since Aprilwe had noticed a bulldup of woops and armaments by the Chinese side in the berder areas
adjacent to Eastern Ladakh. in early May, the Chinese side had taken action o hinder the normal, raditional patrolling pattern of our troops in the Galwan Va'lley area,
which resulted in a face-off, Even as this situation was being addressed by the Ground Commanders as per the pravisions of our bilateral agreements and protocel, in
mid-May the Chinese side made several artem PIs te transgress the LAC in other parts of the Western Sector, This included Kongka La, Gogra and North Bank of
Pangong Lake. These sttempls were detected early and consequently responded 1o appropriately by cur armed forces.

10. We made it clear to the Chinese side both through diplomatic and military channels that China was, by such actions,atternpting to unilaterally alter the status quo. it
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was catégarically conveyed that this was unacceptabla,

11 Given the growing friction along the LAC, the Senior Commanders of the two sidas in a meeting on June 6 2020 agreed on a process of disengagement that invelved
reciprocal actions. Both sides alsg dreed o respect and abide by the LAC and nat undertake any activity to alter the starysg que. However in violation of this the
Chinese side created a violent face off on june 15th ar Galwan. Our brave soidiers [aig dewn their ives and also infliciag costs including casualties un the Chinese side,

12. The conduct of our armed forces throughout these incidents shows that while they maintained "Sayyam” in the face of provocative actions, they also 2qually
displayed "Shaurya” whan required 1o protect the territorial integrity of India | would ke the House to join me in recognizing the courage and valour of our soldiers,
who underge immense hardship in the most difficult canditions i keep us alf safa and secure,

13. While no ene shouid doubt eur determination to saleguard our borders, India believes that rmutual respect and mutual sensitivity are the hasis for peacefil
relations with neighbours, As we want 1 resolve the current situation through dialogue, we lave maintained diplomatic and mili tary engagernent with the Chinese
side. In these discussions, we have maintained the three key principles that, datarmine “urapproach: (i) both sides should sifictly respect and observe the LAC (i}
neither side should altempt to alter the starys que unilaterally; and (i) afl @greements and understandings betwean the bwo sides mueh be fully abided by in their
entirety. The Chinese side, on its part, took the position that the situation shouid be handlad in a responsisle manner and ensure peace and tranquility as per bilateral
dgreements and protocol,

14. Even as these discussions were going on, the Chinese side again engaged in provocative military manosuvres on the night of 29th and 30th Augustin an attempt to
change the status quo in the South Bank ares of Pangong Lake, But ¥abagain, timely and firm actions by our armed forces along the LAC prevented such attempts from
succeeding,

15, As is ciear from these avents, the Chinese actions refiect a disregard of our various bilateral Agresments, The amassing of the troops by China goes against the 1993
and 1596 Agreements, Respecting ang strictly sbserving the Line of Actual Controlis the basis far peace and tranguility in the bordar areas and explicitly recognized in
both 1993 and 1996 Aagreements. While our armed forces shide scrupuicusly by it this has not been reciprocated by the Chinese side. Their actions have led to face-
offs and fnctions from time 1o time along the LAC. As | mentioned earlier, the agreaments have detailed procedures and norms to deal with the situation of face-offs,
However, in the recent incidents, this year, the viglent conduct of Chinese forces has been Incomplete viclation of all mutually agreed normes,

16, As of now, the Chinsse side has mabilized a large number of troops and armaments along the LAC as well ac in the depth areas. Thare are seversl riction areas in
Eastern Ladakh including Gogra, Kongka La and North and South Banks of the Fangong Lake. In response to China's aclions, our armed forces have also made
appropriate counter deployments in these areas i ensure that india's security interests are fully protected. The Houss should have full confidence that our armed
forces will akways rise to the challenge and do us all proud. This is sl an ONgaIng situation and obvicusly involves sensitive operational issues. | wouid, therefore, nat
e sble to give mere detalls in public and t arn confident abour the understanding of the House in this regard.

17. This rapid deployment by our armed forces including 1TBP has raken plice in a challenging time of COVID-19, Their efforts need to be appreciated. It has also been
made possible by the high importance that the Government has placed for developing border infrastructure in the last few years. The House js aware that over the Jast
many decades, China had undertaken significant infrastructure construction actwity that enhanced their deployment capabilities in the border areas, Mowever, in
response, our Government too has stepped up the budget for barder infrastiucture deveiopmant to about double the previous levels, As 3 rasull, more roads and
bridges have been completed in the border areas. This has notonly provided much needed connectivity to the local population, but has also provided betrar fogistical
support for cur armed forces, enabling them: to be more alert in the border areas and respand more effectively where required. in the coming years too, the
Government remains cornmitted to this objective.

Hor'ble Speaker,

TE. lwould like to emphasize, that india remains committad to resolving the current issues in our border aress through peaceful dialogue and consultations. 1t was in
pursuit of this abjective that | met my Chinese counterpart on 4th September in Moseow and had an in-depth discussion with hilre. | convayed in clear terms our
concerns reisted to the actions of the Chinese side, including amassing of large number ol troops, their aggressive hanavior and attempls to unilateraily alter the status
Gue that were in violation of the bilateral SBreements. [ also made it clear that aven ac wewanted to peacefully resclya thedssue and would iike the Chinese side 1o
WOrk with us, there should alse ha no doubt about aur deterrmination to protect India's sovereignty and tesnitoral integrity. My cclleague, Shri Jai Shankar, the Extarna!
Affairs Minister, has thereafter met the Chinese Foreign Ministar in Moscow on 10th Seplemier. The twa have reached an agreement that, if irnplementad sincerely
and faithfully by the Chinese side, couid tead to complers disengagement and restoration of Peace and rancuility in the horder areas,

19, As the Members are aware, in the past too we have had siuations of prolenged stand-ofs in our border areas with China which have been resalved peacefully.
Even though the situation this yearis very different both in terme of scale of troops involved and the number of friction points, we do ramain committed to the peaceful
resoifution of the current situation. At the same time, the House can be assured that we remain prepared to deal with ail contingencies,

20. Hon'ble Speaker this House has had a glarious tradition that whenever the country is faced with a challenge, this House has always exhibited its strength and unity
towards the resclve and determination of our Armad Forces. This House has also reposed its full con fidence in the indomitabile spirit, galiantry and bravery of gur
Armed Forces deployed on our borders,

21,1 zan assure you that the morale and motivauon of aur Armed Forces is vary high, The TEASSUMNG wisit by our PM has ensured that ourcommanders and soldiars
understand that the entire nation stands behind them in Support of the just cause of defending cur territorial integrity. They are accordingly being provisioned with
suitable clothing, habitat and the required defence wherewithal, The determination of our troons is praise worthy. They are capable of serving at forbidding altitudas
with scarce oxygen and in extremely cold temperatures, somerhi NE thar they have effortiessly done over the last many years on Siachen, and Kargil.

22, Lwill not hesitate to share with this august House that we are facing a challenge in Ladakh andg | urge the House Lo pass 3 resolution in supgort of our Armed Forces
who have been defending our motherland at gredl heights and most inclamant weather conditions in Ladakh for our safely and security, This is a time wher this
august House has to come together and reiterate conficence and faith in the velour of the brave armed forces and support thern in the mission that they have

undertaken to pretect the territoral integrity of cur motheriand.

Jai Hind.”
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