AlCourouk Arabic Daily - Monday 16 March 16, 2015
HE Ambassador of India in Tunis Nagma Mallick to AlCourouk

Indian economy is the fastest growing large economy in the world
and offers important opportunity for Tunisia

Till few years back, India was among the countries suffering
because of huge population and vast area. However, it succeeded in
overcoming all those hurdles to achieve remarkable economic growth
making it eligible to look forward to becoming world power.

To know the secret of this progress and Indian-Tunisia relations,
Alcourouk held this interview with HE Ambassador of India to our country
Ms Nagma Mallick.

1. How would you describe in figures India’s trade relations with
Tunisia?

The bilateral trade turnover between India and Tunisia is currently
above 400 million US $. In past years, their trade turnover used to be
between 500-600 million US $ since India purchased a lot of phosphate
from Tunisia then. Currently, Tunisia buys from India a diverse range of
products ranging from black tea, rice and tobacco to kits and auto
spares, yarn, electrical equipment, chemicals and cotton textiles. Tunisia
exports to India phosphate, electrical equipments, leather and some
textiles. There is great scope for improved trade relations between our
two countries and our business communities are deeply interested to
establish business partnerships with each other. | am working towards
deepening the trade and economic ties to the mutual benefit of our two
peoples and propose to establish a bilateral Chamber of Commerce to
promote this objective this year.

| would like to mention here that the Embassy of India, in
collaboration with UTICA, will host a Catalogue Show in UTICA premises
on 17" March 2015 in which the catalogues and capabilities of hundreds
of Indian companies in diverse fields will be on display for interested
Tunisian entrepreneurs to consider for trade opportunities and business
partnerships.



2. What are ongoing important projects/schemes between India
and Tunisia (i.e. training courses)?

Under various training and scientific research schemes of
Government of India, Tunisian candidates are deputed to India every
year for training and research in various fields. The major programmes
are: ndian Technical & Economic Cooperation (ITEC), CV Raman
Fellowship Programme (CVRFP) and India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS).
During the current financial year (April 2014-March 2015) 60 Tunisian
candidates got training under ITEC, 16 under IAFS and 3 under CVRFP.
Al these programmes were sponsored by Government of India.

3. What are other fields on which relations between the two
countries are focussed?

There is a new government in Tunisia and a relatively new
government in India and naturally both sides are interested to exchange
high level political visits. Accordingly, we have a schedule of high level
exchanges for the year ahead. In my view, we must also have
exchanges between the legislatures of our two countries, one a new and
successful democracy and the other the largest democracy in the world.
| am working towards this end.

We have an ongoing exchange of visits and training programmes
between the scientific communities of our two countries. The Pasteur
Institute of Tunis has entered into collaborative ties with the International
Centre for Genetic Biotechnology and Engineering of New Delhi. Many
Tunisian scientists avail of doctoral and post-doctoral fellowships in
advanced scientific areas under the CV Raman Fellowship Programme
of the Government of India.

4. How would you identify future relations between the two
countries?

India is currently the fastest-growing large economy in the world
with a growth rate of GDP of 7.4% in the current fiscal year. We are
anticipating a growth rate of between 8 and 8.5% in the fiscal year 2015-
16 (India counts its fiscal year beginning from 1% April). Thus, India is an
extremely attractive investment destination and economic partner whose
macro-economic indicators have improved dramatically since Prime
Minister Modi’'s government took power in May 2014. India, thus,
represents a growth opportunity to every country that wishes to partner



it. | would like to see Tunisia and Tunisian entrepreneurs also take
advantage of the growth opportunity that India represents.
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