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Madam Chair,

Ministers/ Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates,
At the outset, let me congratulate Her Excellency Ms. Gladys Triveño, Minister of Production of Peru, on her election as the President of the 15th General Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).
Madam President, My delegation assures you of its fullest cooperation.

I would also like to convey my appreciation for the opening statement made by Director General Mr. Li Yong and also extend our deep appreciation to the Government of Peru for the exceptional arrangements to host this 15th General Conference of the UNIDO.

My delegation would also like to associate itself with the statements made by the Ambassador of Sudan on behalf of G-77 and China and Ambassador of Iran on behalf of the Asian Group.  

India welcomes the “Lima Declaration: Towards Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development”, which will be adopted at this Conference, and sees it as another new milestone for the future of the Organization. It gives momentum and significance for a renewed political commitment towards industrial development and highlights the role of UNIDO, as a platform within the United Nations system, to respond to the needs of the developing countries.

We believe UNIDO will continue to create capacities within developing countries to enable them to emerge as effective manufacturing and trading partners in the global market. Inclusive and sustainable development is important for all of us. It requires a supportive international economic environment, enhanced investment flows, including from multilateral development banks, transfer of technology, and an open and enhanced multilateral trading capacity-building. 
But the problems of over a billion people living in abject poverty around the world need to be attacked more directly. Poverty remains a major political and economic challenge and its eradication requires special attention and a new collective thrust. 
Madam Chair, 

Industrial development remains one of the most important and crucial factors for poverty alleviation, job creation and for forging equity among societies and nations. Over the last 40 years, UNIDO has helped developing countries immensely in their march towards overall growth, by its support to industrial development. 
UNIDO remains the primary organization in the UN system for forging partnerships between North-South and South–South through technology transfer and augmentation of manufacturing and trading capabilities of the Member States. 
We believe that UNIDO has established itself as a valuable partner for growth and prosperity in the developing countries particularly in activities related to agri-business, Small and Medium Enterprises, trade capacity building, forging links between buyers and suppliers and enhanced market access. We would also like to commend UNIDO’s activities related to energy and environment and in promoting competitiveness of industries through enhanced industrial energy efficiency measures, increased use of renewable energy for productive uses and industrial applications and scaling up clean and innovative energy technologies. 

Madam Chair, 

India has a long history of association with the UNIDO. India was one of the founding members of the UNIDO. We have been assisting UNIDO in disseminating our technology, our experiences, expertise and whatever best practices we could offer to our friends in the developing world. 

India hosts the first Global Centre for South-South Industrial Cooperation in the UN System: the UNIDO Centre for South-South Industrial Cooperation, which was established at New Delhi in 2006. This center provides a platform to encourage closer industrial cooperation among developing countries, so as to ensure that the less developed countries can benefit from the expertise and experience of successful strategies adopted by the more developed among the developing countries. The Centre works towards identification, design and implementation of practical and innovative Technical Cooperation projects on demand driven basis for facilitating the transfer and diffusion of appropriate technologies, replicating of the best practices, promoting training, skill development and capacity enhancement, entrepreneurship development, institutional strengthening and networking, trade and investment promotion, either in established fields or in new ones, with social and economic development potential for developing countries in general and LDCs in particular. 
During the phase I, which was completed in April 2013, the Centre has already executed successful projects in many countries: Ivory Coast, Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Benin, Nigeria and Timor-Leste. The Phase 2 of the Centre has already commenced and a large number of high impact projects are being planned.  
We remain fully committed to support this Centre and to make it a vehicle for social and industrial change in the developing countries. While North - South Cooperation still remains the cornerstone of the developmental partnership through technological transfer and capacity enhancement, it is equally important to foster South-South cooperation.
We also have UNIDO’s International Centre for Advancement of Manufacturing Technology, ICAMT in Bangalore. India is now aspiring for overall re-orientation of ICAMT and placing it within the wider UNIDO International Technology Centres networks. The Centre is envisaged to be more focussed mainly on technology advancement on selected priority sectors. These sectors and clusters are proposed to be carefully selected based on prescribed criterion to ensure quality of technology support to the focused projects. Specific outcomes along with clear evaluation techniques are being framed in consultation with UNIDO to make the Centre more rigorous and effective. 
Madam Chair,

We, the member states of UNIDO are in the process of adopting the Lima Declaration which will provide a critical catalyst for reinvigorating UNIDO’s mandate and placing the industrial development at the centre of the post 2015-development agenda.  We believe that UNIDO has to further strengthen and build on its existing partnerships and mobilize more financial resources, with a view to ensuring sustained growth and prosperity.
We wish to see UNIDO as a truly specialized agency within the UN System working towards promoting industrial development. We are confident that under the dynamic leadership of DG Li Yong UNIDO will scale new levels of achievements.
Thank You for your attention.

