Visit of Indian Naval Ships to Manila
12 – 16 June 2013


An Indian naval flotilla, comprising four ships from the Eastern Fleet, under the command of Rear Admiral Ajit Kumar P, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet is scheduled to visit Manila from 12 – 16 May 2013. The ships are on a goodwill visit and include the indigenously-built guided missile stealth frigate Satpura, guided missile destroyer Ranvijay, guided missile corvette Kirch and the fleet tanker Shakti. There would be around 800 officers and men of Indian Navy on board the vessels. 

The two-month deployment to South-East Asia is far from India's usual area of operations. During the deployment, the men onboard battle group will interact with a wide cross-section of people from the different countries they would visit and which would contribute to goodwill and understanding. The flotilla will participate in ‘Passage Exercises’ with the navies of the countries visited. The 'Passage Exercises' would be focussed on maritime security cooperation comprising humanitarian aid & disaster relief (HADR) operations and 'Visit, Board, Search and Seizure' (VBSS) drills for anti-piracy operations. These exercises are aimed at increasing naval inter-operability, enabling the two navies to function together smoothly during possible HADR operations. In addition, during the port visits, the Fleet Commander along with the Commanding Officers of the ships will meet high-ranking officials of the Armed Forces, Department of National Defence, state administration, port management, coastal security organization, police, and other stakeholders of maritime security to share professional experiences and exchange best practices in areas of mutual interest. 
INS Satpura
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	INS Satpura (F48) is a Shivalik-class stealth multi-role frigate designed and built by the Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL) Mumbai. She was


commissioned on 20 August 2011 and is presently part of Eastern Fleet of Indian Navy under the Eastern Naval Command headquartered at Vishakhapatnam. The ship is equipped with most modern state of the art weapons and sensor and its stealth design allows her to operate undetected.  The ship can carry two medium lift multirole helicopters.
INS Ranvijay
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	INS Ranvijay is a guided missile destroyer and was commissioned into Indian Navy on December 21, 1987 at Poti in erstwhile USSR. The ship has undergone midlife upgrade recently and fitted with most modern sensors and weapons, mostly 


designed and made in India. The ship can carry one medium lift helicopter.
INS Kirch
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	INS Kirch is a guided missile corvette designed and built in India at Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd, Kolkata. The ship was commissioned into the Indian


Navy on 22 January 2001. INS Kirch is an extremely versatile ship embodying lethal cutting edge technology and is a compact fighting machine with the ability to operate the force multiplier ALH and the Chetak helicopters.
INS Shakti
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	INS Shakti, one of the Indian Navy's biggest ships and built by the Fincantieri Shipyard in Italy. She can carry 15,000 tonnes of different varieties of fuel for ships and aircraft and 500 tonnes of dry cargo,


including ammunition and provisions for the fleet to take up multiple ship replenishment operations simultaneously. It also has workshop facilities to provide frontline support to fleet ships and can operate heavy helicopters. It is equipped with state-of-the-art sensors an electronic warfare suite, most of it being indigenous. It was designed to operate as a command platform. 

Indian Naval Band -(Represented by Eastern Naval Command Band)
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	The IN Band is drawn from the Eastern Naval Command (ENC) Band, which is the second largest symphonic band     in     the     country. 


The ENC Band was commissioned and based at INS Circars at Visakhapatnam in the early 1950s.  From a modest beginning of 26 men, the band has expanded to a 50 piece symphonic band with plans to develop even further. The band in attendance comprises 17 core members of the ENC Band, which has enthralled local audiences, as well as several august gatherings at many countries with scintillating performances. 


The ENC Band has also performed in ensemble with reputed bands at prestigious international events while on goodwill visits. Notable are the performances during the   bi-centenary celebration of the Statue of Liberty, the performance during the President’s Fleet Review in USA, as well as, in India and the International Music Festival in France. The Band has successfully conducted concert tours at Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, China, Australia, Russia, USA, Cuba and the United Kingdom to name a few.  It is for this reason that musicians of the Indian Navy cherish the proud privilege of being hailed as the ambassadors of India spreading the message of peace and unity through their music. 


The band in attendance comprises seventeen men playing Concert Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, French Horn, Cornet, Tenor Trombone, Bass, Percussion, Keyboard, Lead Guitar, Bass Guitar and Octopad. The Band also has talented vocalists who can render both contemporary as well as old melodies in English and Hindi with equal gusto. 


The Band is conducted by Johnson Vincent, Chief Petty Officer Musician. He is an accomplished Solo Cornet Player, who started played Cornet at the age of 12 years. Having completed 25 years of service, he is currently serving as the Training Chief of Eastern Naval Command Band since 2010.
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