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MIMIETRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
NEW - DELM

o

Tshering W. Sherpa
Deputy Secretary (UNP)
and Appellate Authority
Tel: 011-4901 B413
Fax: 011-4301 B412

E-Mail: dirunp@mea.qov.in

Time Bound [ RTI Matter

N UIV551/11/2014 Dated 4 July 2014

Subject  First Appeal filed under Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 by
Smt. Aishwarya Parashar of Lucknow.

The undersigned received First Appeal filed under the RTI Act, 2005 by
Smt. Aishwarya Parashar of Lucknow on 20.06 2014 from the RTI Cell, Ministry
of External Affairs, On receipt of the First Appeal, the undersigned called for
relevant papers regarding the concerned RTI On perusal of available records,
the following were observed:

{ii The applicant had filed an RT! application dated 30.12.2013 with the
President's Secretariat which was forwarded to the Ministry of Home
Affairs on 06.01.2014, Subsequently, the Ministry of Home Affairs had
transferred the RTI to Hindi Section, Ministry of Exiernal Afairs on
14 02.2014. This RTI was further transferred by Hindi Section, Minisry of
External Affairs to the CPID of UNP Division, Ministry of External Affairs,
on 24.02.2014 (received by UNP Division, Ministry of External Affairs on
26.02.2014). Vide his letter No U 1/551/05/2013 dated 25 03.2014, Shri 5.
Gopalakrishnan, Under Secretary (UNP) & CPIO of UNP Division, Ministry
of External Affairs had responded to the applicant. The response of Shri
S. Gopalakrishnan, Under Secretary (UNP) & CPIO of UNP Division, 18
well within the prescribed period of 30 days of the receipt of the request of
the applicant,



(iiy It is further kindly brought to your notice thal the First Appeal has to be
made within 30 days from the date of expiry of the prescribed period or
from the receipt of communication from the CPIO. The Appellant has put
forth the First Appeal on 29.05 2014 which is well beyond the prescribed

period of 30 days

2, This disposes of the appeal accordingly.

Yours sincerely,
y e . SL
{Tsharq‘lg W. Sherpa)

Deputy Secratary (UNP)
and the Appellate Authority for UNP Division, MEA

T4

Smt. Aishwa rya Parashar
101, Narayan Tower
F-Block (in front of Idgah)
Rajajipuram, Lucknow - 226017
Uttar Pradesh, India

Copy to: Shri Rajesh Vaishnaw, Director (RTI), MEA
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Ministry of External Affairs
UNP Division

No.: U.III551/05/2013 Dated: 25" March,2014

B F,

Heit Gy AT,
TF 2286, TG,

AETE S0 UET,
e - 226017

e,

Please refer to your RT! applicalion dated 30.12.2013
received in this division on 08.03.2014. The reply your guery is as
below:-

Recognition of Hindi as an Official Language of the UN

The Government has been actively taking necessary measures for
the introduction of Hindi as one of the Official Languages of the UN.

A high level Committee under the Chairmanship of the Exiernal
Affairs Minister was constituted on 26 February, 2003 followed by a sub-
Committee under the chairmanship of the Minister of Stale for External
Affairs in August, 2003 to look into this matler and take necessary

measures. An Advocacy Paper to present the Indian case with regard to
introducing Hindi in the UN was also prepared.

Keeping in view this objective, the 8th World Hindi Conference was
organized in New York and its inaugural session was held at the LM
Headquarters, which was attended by the UN Secretary General Mr.
Ban Ki-moon, The event came in for high praise in various sections of
press and mediat all over the world.



On several occasions Indian leaders have delivered statements at
the UM ir, Hindi, Necessary arrangements were made for simultaneous
interpretation of these statements in English by the Permanent Mission
of India in New York. Govermment of India's sustained efforls has also
ensured that United Nations offers its programmes on UN Radio
Website In Hindi Language too.

The UN has six official languages, viz. English, French, Spanish,
Russian, Chinese and Arabic. These six languages are also the working
languages in the UN General Assembly and the Security Council. On
18™ December, 1973, the UN General Assembly decided to include
Arabic as an official and working language of the General Assembly and
its main committees. On 17 December 1980, the General Assembly
extended the scope of its 1973 decision by deciding to include Arabic as
an official and working language of the subsidiary organs of the General
Assembly, to be implemented no later than 1 January, 1982. Since then
no attempts have been made by any country to introduce any other
language as an official or working language of the United Nations.

The introduction of Hindi as one of the official languages of the
United Nations has several financial and procedural implications which
require to be met before a formal proposal can be tabled in the UN.

India, as the proposing country, would need to provide sufficient
financial resources to the UN to cover the additional expenditure on
interpretation, translation, printing and duplication of documents and
related infrastructural costs. This, according to conservative estimales,
could cost in excess of US 5 14 million per year. This is based on the
decision of the United Nations General Assembly in 1973 to include
Arabic as a working and official language of General Assembly and
adding an inflation component of 2-3% per annum on a compounded
basis. The actual cost is likely to be considerably higher since



infrastructural changes would also need to be made in all conference
halls ta provide for an additional interpreter's booth

However, it is not simply a question of expenditure. Procedurally
the UN General Assembly (the legislative body of the UN) would need to
adopt a resolution supported by a majority of the 192 UN Member
States. As adding another official language entails a significant increase
in the budget of the UN (personnel, equipment, and other recuring
costs), Member States have been generally reluctant to support
proposals entailing additional financial burden

In 1973, when the General Assembly approved the inclusion of
Arabic among the official and working languages of the General
Assembly, it did so recognizing that Arabic was the language of 19
members of the United Nations. It was also the working language of
specialized agencies such as UNESCO, FAO, WHO and the IOL. It was
the official and working language of the CAU.

Notwithstanding the fact that Hindi is spoken in many countries of
the world, its recognition as an official language of other countries as
well as official language in some of the specialized agencies and
regional/sub-regional groupings is a factor which is to be considered for
recognition in the UN. No special weightage is given by the UN for
population, size of the country of its Gross Domestic Product. The basic
principle of the Un is the sovereign equality of all nations, whether big or
zmall,

Due to the above-mentioned reasons, Japan and Germany, who
are the second and third largest contributors of the regu lar budget of the
UN and who also have a strong policy and preference for using their
own language, have not pressed for inclusion of their respective
languages in the list of Official Languages of the UN.



2, The documents/notings related to efforts made by Govt. of India \
for making Hindi as an Official Language of UN are not available with
this division. These may be available with Hindi Division of this ministry.
Thus the application is transferred to Hindi Division of the Ministry
under section 6{3)(ii) of RTI Act, 2005 for necessary action at their

end.

3. If you are aggrieved with this reply, you may file an appeal with
Shr Tshering W. Sherpa, DS(UNP) & Appellate Authonty, Ministry of
External Affairs, Room No. 0102, Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan, New Delhi-
110011, Tel : 011-48018413, Fax. 011-49018412 within 30 days of
recaipt of this letter.

Yours faithfully

S

(. T )

Under Secretary (UNP)

Room No. 0104, Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan

Ministry of External Affairs

Mew Delhi,

Ph.: 011-49018411

Copy to:-

1. GPIOY US(Hindi), Hindi Division, Ministry of External Affairs,
South Block, New Delhi for necessary action ir.o. para 2 above.

2. US{RTI), Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi for information
please
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